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of her own improved equipment for war, the maintenance of tranquil
relations between the two countries was an improbable forecast for
1933. In the event, a state of friction arose which threatened to
develop into war. One major and a long series of minor disputes
led up to the crisis. The former consisted of a quarrel between the
U.S.S.R. and 'Manchukuo'-cum-Japan over the C.E.R., the latter
arose from a number of frontier incidents, insignificant in themselves
but magnified out of proportion in the atmosphere of nervous
hostility which was at this time prevalent in both countries. The
first of these occurred in February 1933, when the entry of Japanese
troops into Russian territory near Pogranichnaya—allegedly in
pursuit of bandits—provoked two formal protests from the Soviet
Government. In June several Japanese fishermen were shot by
Russian coast-guards on the coast of Kamchatka. No sooner had
the Japanese Ambassador in Moscow made his representations
than a counter-protest was filed against the violation of Russian
territory by Japanese sailors who had been landed from a Japanese
warship in connexion with the shooting incident. This affair came,
exceptionally, to an amicable conclusion two months later when the
Soviet Government admitted the shooting of the fishermen, offered
compensation, and punished the coast-guards concerned. In Jiily
a Russian ship was arrested by the Japanese authorities for entering
Japanese waters in the Kuriles, was detained, and was only released
on the payment of a fine. Russian allegations of 'raids' over the
frontier by Japanese aircraft were common throughout the year;
and in November particular excitement was caused by reports from
Vladivostok of a flight of nine Japanese military machines, including
some bombers, twenty miles into Russian territory in the vicinity of
Possiet Bay. The Japanese War Office issued a denial, and, almost
immediately after this, Russian troops were accused in the Japanese
press of shooting down Japanese aeroplanes in the same neighbour-
hood. This charge, in turn, was rebutted by the Foreign Office at
Moscow.
Such unimportant affairs deserve mention only because their
cumulative effect was a material factor in producing the crux in
Russo-Japanese relations which developed in the autumn of the year.
Having given them their due, we may now pass on to events on the
C.E.R., which became the principal focus of hostile feeling between
Japan and Russia.
The history of Russian control over the C.E.R. can be reviewed in
five chronological stages. The first was a virtually sovereign control
over the whole system, including the southern branch to Dalny and

